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BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS 


Harrisburg.  Pa.,  January  6,  1921. 
io  His  Excellency,  "William  ( . Sproul,  Governor  of  .Pennsylvania: 

>Sii  . As  required  by  Act  of  Assembly,  we  the  undersigned  Members 
ot  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, submit  to  you  a report  covering  the  administration  of  our 
work  during  the  past  year,  and  attach  for  your  information  the  re- 
port of  our  Secretary  relative  to  the  various  activities  of  the  Board. 


( ‘1 ) 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  UKGAA' IZATION. 


(Jin-  work  as  at  present  organized  is  securing  splendid  results 
throughout,  the  personnel  of  me  entire  organization  having  been 
brought  up  to  a high  standard  and  the  force  now  under  our  direction 
we  believe  is  second  to  none  engaged  in  similar  public  service  any- 
where in  the  Nation.  During  the  past  year  each  ot  our  field  employes 
has  been  subjected  to  a rigid  physical  examination  and  the  work  so 
re-organized  as  to  retain  in  active  service  only  men  thoroughly 
capable  physically  and  otherwise  to  discharge  the  sternuous  duties 
devolving  upon  them  in  an  energetic,  business-like  manner.  All  new 
appointees  before  confirmation  of  appointment,  if  otherwise  satis- 
factory, are  subjected  to  a similar  examination  by  one  of  the  medical 
examiners  for  the  Department  of  Health  and  the  report  thereof  is 
then  carefully  scrutinized  and  approved  or  rejected  by  one  of  the 
surgeons  on  our  Board.  By  this  method  we  are  assured  that  the 
men  selected  for  the  service  are  of  the  best  type  obtainable  and  able  to 
withstand  all  sorts  of  hardships  such  as  are  encountered  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  field  duties. 

The  entire  force  is  now  so  co-ordinated  and  supervised  that  uni- 
formity in  the  work  throughout  is  being  obtained  and  officers  unable 
to  discharge  their  duties  efficiently  are  quickly  replaced.  Our  sys- 
tem of  direct  contact  secured  through  rearrangement  of  the  force 
some  months  ago  is  materially  assisting  us  to  discharge  more  ef- 
ficiently the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Board,  and  the  work  through- 
out has  the  hearty  support  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  Commonwealth. 
By  reference  to  our  Secretary's  financial  report  you  will  note  that 
during  the  year  the  total  expenditure  for  legal  services  amounted  to 
but  $355.50  an  insignificant  item  indeed  when  we  bear  in  mind  the 
large  volume  of  prosecutions  handled  by  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  which  over  $50,000.00  in  penalties  were  collected,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  our  efforts  are  expended  chiefly  in  educating 
the  public  on  wild  life  conservation  rather  than  an  over-zealous  exer- 
cise of  police  power. 


GAME  CONDITIONS. 

Regardless  of  the  constantly  increasing  number  of  hunters  in  Penn- 
sylvania, a number  of  species  of  game  show  a steady  increase  through- 
out the  State,  while  other  species  do  not  show  a general  perceptible 
increase.  Reports  reaching  us  indicate  that  we  have  a goodly  supply 
of  breeding  stock  of  the  various  species  left  over  and  with  proper 
feeding,  protection,  a good  breeding  season,  etc.,  we  will  undoubtedly 
have  a successful  hunting  season  in  1931, 
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The  latest  figures  .available  indicate  that  431,301  Resident  Hunter's 
Licenses  and  1,657  Non-Resident  Hunter’s  Licenses  were  issued  dur- 
ing the  season  just  past.  This  means  that  out  of  our  population  of 
8,720,000  people  five  per  cent,  secured  licenses  to  hunt.  If  the 
farmers  and  their  children  who  hunted  legally  without  licenses  are 
added  we  had  not  less  than  600,000  hunters  this  season,  or  seven  per- 
cent. of  our  entire  population  who  did  some  hunting  during  the 
season.  This  means  an  average  of  more  than  thirteen  (13)  persons 
hunting  to  every  square  mile  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Late  reports  indicate  that  without  tracking  snow  a total  of  3,251 
legal  male  deer  were  killed  this  season  in  comparison  with  2,913  last 
year  and  1,754  in  1918.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  systematic  effort 
of  our  forces  this  season  reduced  the  number  of  illegal  deer  killed 
by  fully  25  per  cent,  over  last  year.  The  total  number  of  black  bear 
killed  during  the  season,  though  unfavorable  to  bear  hunting,  was 
412  bears  in  comparison  with  472  of  these  animals  last  year.  For 
further  information  on  game  killed  we  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
data  on  last  page  of  our  Secretary’s  report. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 

During  the  season  just  closed  41  men  were  killed  and  75  men  were 
wounded  while  hunting  in  comparison  with  35  killed  and  128 
wounded  during  the  1919  season.  With  a larger  number  of  hunters 
afield  it  is  to  be  expected  that  more  men  will  be  injured,  although  wc 
believe  a considerable  amount  of  unnecessary  shooting  can  well  bo 
eliminated  and  more  educational  propaganda  disseminated  through 
the  public  press,  thereby  reducing  the  percentage  of  accidents  very 
perceptibly. 

Regardless  of  our  law  protecting  deer  one  young  man,  Dewey 
Morgart,  17  years  of  age,  of  Route  4,  Bedford,  Bedford  County,  ac- 
cording to  information  obtained,  was  killed  in  mistake  for  a deer 
by  William  Laugherty,  of  Sc-ottdale.  There  is  absolutely  no  excuse 
for  shooting  of  this  sort  and  stringent  legislation  such  as  suggested 
in  our  last  report  seems  to  be  the  only  solution.  One  man.  Willard 
A.  Stroup,  of  Newberry,  Lycoming  County,  was  killed  by  a stray 
bullet  from  an  entirely  unknown  source,  the  first  occurrence  of  this 
kind  during  the  last  decade  of  which  we  have  record. 

GAME  SANCTUARIES. 

The  system  of  game  refuges  in  Pennsylvania  continues  to  produce 
the  results  desired  and  we  are  endeavoring  to  extend  same  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Twenty-seven  (27)  such  sanctuaries  are  now  in  opera 
lion  and  at  least  five  (5)  more  will  be  established  as  soon  as  weather 
conditions  permit.  Since  January  last  we  have  contracted  for  the 


purchase  of  45,598.3  acres  of  land  at  an  average  price  of  $2.6-1  per 
acre,  the  total  purchase  price  being  $120,209.03.  This  land  is  divided 
into  seven  (7)  tracts  and  is  in  all  cases  widely  separated  and  far 
remote  from  State  forest  lands.  Other  States  are  rapidly  following 
this  sanctuary  plan. 

Our  seven  (7)  Auxiliary  Sanctuaries  so  far  created  are  also  doing 
nicely  and  the  sportsmen  strongly  favor  the  extension  of  this  type  of 
sanctuaries. 

EE-STOCKING  OF  GAME. 

During  the  year  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  secure  desirable 
game  for  re-stocking  purposes,  and  while  only  a portion  of  the  game 
ordered  was  available,  we  did  expend  $56,259.91  for  the  purchase  of 
game,  (exclusive  of  expressage,  feeding  till  liberation,  etc.),  in  com- 
parison with  $28,115.60  spent  for  this  purpose  during  1919.  Indica- 
tions are  that  during  this  next  fiscal  year  about  the  same  amount 
will  be  required  for  this  purpose.  We  are,  however,  of  the  opinion 
that  because  of  the  limited  available  supply  of  game  for  re-stocking 
our  effort  in  this  direction  is  “only  a drop  in  the  bucket”  in  com- 
parison to  the  benefit  derived  through  our  work  in  protecting  native 
wild  life. 

BOUNTIES. 

The  operation  of  our  bounty  system  is  every  growing  in  popularity 
because  of  the  expeditions  handling  of  this  work.  During  the  year 
bounties  were  paid  on  314  wild  cats,  4,527  gray  foxes.  2,295  red  foxes, 
2.253  minks,  and  53,873  weasels,  requiring  a total  of  $125,184.00  of 
the  hunter's  license  revenue  for  this  work  alone. 

CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

From  personal  observation  and  reports  received  we  are  satisfied 
the  various  Departments  interested  in  conservation  are  at  this  time 
co-operating  to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  our  forces  making  a special 
effort  to  assist  wherever  possible  in  eliminating  forest  fires,  enforcing 
the  fish  law,  dog  license  law,  etc. 

STATUS  OF  FUNDS. 

By  reference  to  our  Secretary’s  financial  statement  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  report  you  will  note  that  during  the  year  the  total  de- 
posits in  penalties,  propagating  licenses,  taxidermist  licenses,  ferret 
licenses,  efc.,  in  both  funds  amounted  to  $55,278.62,  almost  twice  the 
amount  so  deposited  last  year,  even  though  our  field  forces  are  not 
making  an  effort  to  collect  revenue  through  penalties. 

The  disbursements  for  the  general  activities  of  the  Department  as 
you  will  note  were  $411,267.74.  and  for  the  payment  of  bounties  and 
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expenses  in  connection  with  the  administration  thereof  f 132, 572.  .2, 
or  total  disbursements  of  $543,840.46.  The  balance  in  the  Game 
Propagating  Fund  on  November  30th  was  $112,538.75,  and  in  the 
Bounty  Fund  $403,692.06,  or  a total  balance  of  $516,231.41  to  oar 
credit  November  30th.  Of  this  amount  $102,915.51  will  be  required 
to  par  for  lands  under  contract  to  be  purchased  prior  to  June  20th, 
1921.  The  additional  revenue  from  1920  licenses  deposited  during 
December  and  January  will  not  amount  to  a very  large  item,  so  that 
the  balance  now  in  our  funds  will  scarcely  be  sufficient  for  our  needs 
during  the  coming  year.  If  a larger  percentage  of  our  orders  for 
game  should  be  filled  than  has  been  orr  past  experience,  it  may  even 
be  necessary  slightly  to  curtail  some  phases  of  our  activities  during 
the  coming  year. 

CHANGES  IX  LAWS  RECOMMENDED. 

We  urgently  recommend  the  following- changes  in  our  laws: 

1.  A uniform  season  for  all  small  game,  preferably  the  month  of 

November,  and  the  raccoon  season  to  open  October  1st  in- 
stead of  September  4st. 

2.  A reasonable  reduction  in  the  bag-limit  for  grouse,  ring-neck 

pheasants  and  rabbits. 

3.  Change  the  required  horns  for  a legal  male  deer  from  “2  inches 

above  the  hair”  to  protect  all  bucks  until  they  have  horns 
with  at  least  one  prong  or  branch  so  as  to  avoid  confusion 
and  insure  plenty  of  animals  for  breeding  purposes  as  well 
as  more  desirable  trophies. 

4.  Amend  the  Resident  Hunter’s  License  Law  to  give  our  Board 

the  power  to  revoke  licenses  and  debar  violators  of  the  law. 
irresponsible  persons,  etc.,  from  hunting  for  periods  of  one 
to  live  years;  also  change  the  location  for  wearing  tin*  tag 
to  the  middle  of  the  back  instead  of  on  the  arm  so  as  to 
protect  the  tag  and  avoid  embarrassment  to  sportsmen 
through  loss  of  same. 

5.  An  act  eliminating  unnecessary  shooting  while  hunting  and  a 

drastic  provision  applying  to  the  shooting  of  persons  in  mis- 
take for  game. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

' CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

President. 

JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS, 

W.  B.  McCALEB, 

H.  J.  DONALDSON, 

J.  S.  SPEER, 

WILLIAM  S.  ELLIS. 

Attest  : 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 

Secretary. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  1st,  1920. 

('  . 

To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners,  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen:  I beg  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Report  covering- 
duties  performed  under  your  direction  during  the  past  tiscal  year, 
in  order  that  the  material  may  be  printed  and  made  available  for 
the  use  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  Commonwealth,  some  of  the  data 
given  to  you  in  mid-summer  report  is  herein  incorporated. 

RESULTS  OBTAINED  BY  FIELD  FORCE. 

Our  present  system  of  handling  the  field  force  is  meeting  with  the 
hearty  approval  of  the  sportsmen  of  the  Commonwealth  and  is  secur- 
ing a uniformity  in  the  work  that  is  very  desirable.  The  field  force, 
being  organized  on  a business  basis,  is  at  this  time  able  to  accom- 
plish results  that  were  impossible  in  years  past.  While  at  first  there 
seemed  to  be  some  antagonism  among  subordinate  officers,  I find 
that  the  various  county  officers  now  appreciate  the  assistance  ren- 
dered to  them  by  the  Traveling  Protectors  and  that  the  work  at  our 
various  Game  Sanctuaries  is  also  being  performed  in  a manner  here- 
tofore impossible  because  of  lack  of  frequent  supervision  and  assist- 
ance. 

The  Game  Protector  recently  detailed  to  the  work  of  assisting  Pre- 
serve Keepers  in  destroying  vermin  is  securing  splendid  results  and 
the  demands  for  his  services  are  such  that  he  has  plenty  of  work  laid 
out  for  a number  of  months  ahead.  Various  sportsmen  throughout 
the  State  who  are  also  taking  an  active  interest  in  destroying  vermin 
are  quite  anxious  to  have  the  assistance  of  this  officer  in  cleaning 
out  certain  bad  sections  where  vermin  of  various  kinds  has  appar- 
ently become  entirely  too  plentiful  to  expect  game  to  increase  or  even 
hold  its  own  just  as  soon  as  work  already  arranged  for  him  is  gotten 
under  way.  I am  informed  that  as  this  Protector  travels  over  the 
State  he  conies  in  contact  with  a large  number  of  interested  sports 
men  and  gives  them  much  assistance  in  campaigns  against  vermin 
without  interfering  with  the  special  work  to  which  he  has  been  de- 
tailed. This  work  is  especially  necessary  at  this  time  because  of  the 
discouraging  aspect  of  the  fur  market  and  the  effort  of  fur  houses 
to  prevent  all  trapping. 

The  employmment  of  Assistant  Protectors  in  a number  of  counties 
lias  made  it  possible  for  us  to  control  conditions  that  we  were  hereto- 
fore utterly  unable  to  reach,  and  during  the  year  we  have  had  a 
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number  of  communications  from  some  of  our  best  sportsmen  highly 
commending  the  work  we  were  able  to  do  in  their  respective  sections 
because  of  our  more  systematic  manner  of  working  and  especially 
this  extra  assistance.  Through  the  employment  of  these  Assistant 
Protectors  we  have  also  developed  some  excellent  timber  for  more 
responsible  duty;  a training  school  as  it  were.  There  are  a few  addi- 
tional counties  where  for  a year  or  so  we  should  have  an  Assistant 
Protector,  as  the  demands  on  the  officers  now  in  charge  are  entirely 
beyond  the  realm  of  human  possibility  for  one  man. 

By  employing  more  Special  Deputy  Protectors  than  heretofore 
during  the  hunting  season,  we  were  also  able  to  curb  infractions  of 
the  law  that  have  heretofore  been  prevalent  and  further  the  work 
materially.  The  special  assistants  so  employed  in  almost  every  in- 
stance performed  their  duty  in  an  energetic,  painstaking  manner 
and  from  this  special  service  we  have  developed  available  men  for 
future  duty. 

During  the  year  two  vacancies  occurred  in  the  field  force  because 
of  death.  The  first,  Mr.  Guy  R.  Lynn,  of  Cashfown,  Adams  County, 
who  had  been  the  Game  Protector  in  charge  of  that  county  since 
November  8.  1917,  died  suddenly  January  18.  1920.  His  service  was 
of  a most  splendid  character  and  his  loss  was  keenly  felt  by  the  De- 
partment and  the  sportsmen  of  that  section.  The  other  vacancy  was 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  L.  Braucher,  of  Hartleton,  Union 
County,  on  September  9,  1920.  Mr.  Braucher  had  been  the  officer  in 
charge  of  Snyder  and  Union  counties  since  June  1,  1915  and  was  an 
earnest,  conscientious,  highly-respected  officer  whose  loss  from  the 
service  is  keenly  felt. 

G A ME  COND  l T I ON  S. 

As  stated  in  the  mid-summer  report,  game  conditions  last  spring 
were  apparently  quite  favorable  in  practically  all  portions  of  the 
State.  Indications  at  that  time  were  that  the  sportsmen  of  Penn- 
sylvania would  have  a good  season  this  fall  if  weather  conditions 
permitted.  The  breeding  season  was  fairly  favorable  and  because 
the  sportsmeu  have  generally  been  taking  an  interest  in  seeing  to  it 
that  vermin  was  destroyed,  stray  dogs  and  stray  house  cats  kept  in 
check,  small  game  of  various  kinds  apparently  increased  rapidly. 
However,  the  hunting  season  in  a number  of  respects  was  not  what 
was  hoped  for,  largely  I believe  because  of  unfavorable  weather  con- 
ditions, although  many  more  people  than  ever  before  were  apparently 
interested  in  hunting  in  Pennsylvania  this  year.  The  one  redeeming 
feature  about  the  whole  situation  is  that  the  hunters  of  Pennsylvania 
are  steadily  acquiring  the  broadminded  sportsmanlike  habit  of  look- 
ing upon  our  game  resources  as  an  incentive  for  out-door  recreation 
and  pleasure  and  not  a source  of  food  supply  only,  as  was  the  case 
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when  the  country  was  first  settled.  The  result  of  this  sentiment  is 
that  thousands  of  our  sportsmen  are  asking  that  the  Legislature 
change  our  laws  so  that  our  wild  life  will  have  still  better  protection. 
They  are  willing  if  need  be  to  deny  themselves  many  of  the  pleasures 
they  have  heretofore  enjoyed  in  order  to  bring  this  about.  While 
data  on  game  killed  is  not  yet  available,  quite  authentic  data  will  be 
found  in  the  addendum  in  the  back  of  this  report.  Early  returns 
received  from  reports  on  game  killed  by  the  individual  sportsmen  in- 
dicate however,  that  in  years  gone  by  the  amount  of  game  killed  was 
very  much  underestimated,  this  being  especially  true  of  rabbits. 
The  complete  tabulation  of  these  reports  will  require  considerable 
time  and  effort  although  the  results  may  be  available  in  time  to  have 
same  printed  in  the  addendum  referred  to  because  of  the  method  by 
which  this  data  will  be  compiled.  In  order  that  you  may  understand 
game  conditions  more  fully,  I am  taking  up  separately  the  various 
kinds  of  game  that  stand  out  most  prominently,  as  follows: 

DEER:  Our  deer  continue  to  increase  rapidly  throughout  the 
State,  and  these  animals  are  gradually  again  becoming  common  to 
sections  where  no  deer  have  been  found  for  many  years  past.  While 
a,  few  complaints  have  been  received  from;  land  owners  this  year  re- 
lative to  deer  destroying  property,  the  complaints  in  this  direction 
are  apparently  abating  somewhat  because  many  farmers  who  at  first 
were  very  much  alarmed  about  deer  grazing  upon  their  grain  fields 
during  the  fall  and  winter  months  now  realize  that  such  grazing  is 
not  seriously  detrimental  to  the  crop,  and  that  just  as  soon  as  the 
vegetation  in  the  forests  begins  growing  in  the  spring  time  the  deer 
will  no  longer  resort  to  grain  fields  for  food.  There  are  several  sec- 
tions where  these  animals  have  been  hunted  closely  year  after  year 
that  are  apparently  in  need  of  Game  Sanctuaries  so  as  to  protect 
the  future  supply.  Special  steps  were  taken  during  the  summer 
months  to  arrange  matters  so  that  the  killing  of  illegal  deer  in 
several  sections  during  years  gone  by  could  be  broken  up  almost 
entirely  or  at  least  very  materially  reduced.  Several  public  meet 
ings  were  held,  a great  deal  of  newspaper  publicity  sent  broadcast 
and  Special  Deputy  Protectors  appointed  in  a number  of  the  camps 
in  sections  where  conditions  were  worst,  with  the  result  that  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  less  illegal  deer  killed  this  season.  We  are  rea- 
sonably sure  that  through  a more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law,  includ- 
ing the  strict  enforcement  of  the  Resident  Hunter's  License  Law, 
made  possible  because  of  our  present  system  of  issuing  these  licenses, 
the  killing  of  illegal  deer  will  be  very  materially  reduced  and  that 
some  of  the  hunters  who  have  been  resorting  to  such  practices  in  the 
past  will  probably  hunt  but  a short  time  and  then  leave  the  forest 
this  season,  because  it  would  be  too  dangerous  to  their  bank  account 
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to  pursue  their  old  practices.  To  help  bring  this  matter  forcibly  to 
Ihe  attention  of  the  deer  hunters,  we  had  printed  and  distributed 
throughout  the  State  a number  of  thousands  of  posters  as  a warning. 
These  posters  have  not  been  as  thoroughly  distributed  as  desired  be- 
cause of  congestion  in  the  State  Printing  plant.  However,  many 
favorable  comments  have  already  been  received  on  this  notice  and 
the  sportsmen  generally  feel  this  effort  will  also  help  improve  con- 
ditions. 

ELK:  These  animals  seem  to  be  increasing  nicely  in  several  re- 
mote sections  of  the  State  where  little  or  no  farming  is  done  and 
many  sportsmen  are  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  season 
next  year.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  that  season,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  under  the  law  as  it  applies 
to  elk  these  animals  can  be  hunted  only  by  still  hunting,  and  that 
only  bulls  with  four  or  more  points  to  each  antler  are  legal.  This 
will  require  the  sportsmen  to  use  very  unusual  caution  in  hunting 
elk  so  that  illegal  bulls  are  not  killed.  While  some  sportsmen  are  of 
the  opinion  that  these  animals  should  be  given  further  protection, 
if  they  will  observe  the  law  strictly  and  bear  in  mind  that  only  one 
elk  can  be  taken  to  each  hunting  party  or  camp,  the  killing  off  of 
some  of  the  large  bulls  in  territory  where  there  are  a goodly  number 
of  elk  will  not  interfere  with  the  future  increase  of  the  herds. 

BEAR:  While  there  were  a number  of  reports  during  the  year  that 
some  of  these  animals  were  continuing  their  unfortunate  practice  of 
destroying  bee-hives,  carrying  off  young  lambs,  young  pigs,  etc.,  the 
bears  in  the  regularly  established  territory  did  not  seem  to  be  much 
more  plentiful  than  heretofore.  However,  your  action  in  permitting 
Ihe  killing  of  two  bears  in  Potter  county  as  petitioned  by  residents 
of  that  section  caused  an  influx  of  bear  hunters  to  that  county,  al- 
though early  reports  received  indicate  that  the  kill  of  bears  in  Penn- 
sylvania during  the  first  month  and  a half  of  the  present  season  wrns 
not  very  large.  This  is  attributed  to  the  unusually  late  fall,  thick- 
ness of  foliage  and  lack  of  tracking  snow.  Old  bear  hunters  have 
also  had  quite  a bit  of  sport  at  the  expense  of  inexperienced  hunters 
who  went  to  bear  territory,  many  of  these  hunters  expecting  to  find 
stretches  of  timber  land  interspersed  by  farm  land  so  they  could 
easily  keep  in  touch  with  habitation,  but  when  they  found  that  our 
wild  lands  which  afforded  the  best  bear  cover  were  extensive 
stretches  of  nothing  but  miles  and  miles  of  forest  lands,  many  of 
them  returned  without  making  much  effort  to  hunt  because  they  were 
unacquainted  with  the  country  and  afraid  to  venture  into  the  dense 
forests.  There  is  a great  deal  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  eliminating 
dogs  in  hunting  bears  so  as  to  prevent  troub1'1  through  dogs  chasing 
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deer,  those  opposed  to  the  use  of  dogs  saying  it  is  unsportsmanlike 
and  that  the  dogs  drive  out  the  deer.  There  is  some  sentiment,  es- 
pecially among  natives  in  bear  territory,  to  again  permit  the  use  of 
pens  in  taking  hears.  This  would  help  farmers  nearby  to  get  even 
with  marauders  that  feed  upon  their  flocks. 

RABBITS : These  animals  seemed  to  be  unusually  plentiful  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  early  fall  months  but  many  sportsmen  were  dis- 
couraged with  the  results  of  the  first  month  of  the  season.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  some  sections  they  were  not  as  plentiful  as  had  been 
predicted,  but  the  general  concensus  of  opinion  of  the  sportsmen  is 
that  there  were  plenty  of  rabbits  affording  lots  of  chases,  but  that 
they  could  not  readily  be  killed  because  of  the  dense  foliage,  bad 
weather  conditions,  etc.  However,  I believe  that  when  the  final 
actual  figures  are  tabulated  the  results  will  be  quite  surprising.  T'n- 
fortunately,  many  persons  who  hunt  over  territory  that  is  extensively 
hunted  almost  every  day  in  the  season,  assume  that  because  rabbits 
are  not  plentiful  in  that  section  the  same  condition  prevails  through- 
out the  entire  State.  When  tracking  snow  comes  I apprehend  many 
of  us  will  wonder  where  they  have  all  been  during  the  season. 

SQUIRRELS : The  early  reports  on  squirrel  conditions  received 
from  hunters  are  that  these  animals  are  comparatively  limited  in 
numbers  in  a good  many  sections  in  comparison  with  former  years, 
while  in  other  sections  much  better  squirrel  hunting  is  reported  than 
for  many  years  past.  A careful  investigation  satisfies  me  that  in 
sections  where  squirrels  were  scarce  this  season  a number  of  these 
animals  starved  to  death  during  the  severe  winter  had  a year  ago. 
Several  lumbermen  from  the  same  sections  informed  us  that  this 
last  spring  they  found  in  hollow  trees  as  many  as  five  and  six  dead 
squirrels  that  had  undoubtedly  died  because  of  the  scarcity  of  prac- 
tically all  nuts  last  year,  aggravated  by  the  very  rapid  reduction  of 
our  chestnut  supply  by  blight,  followed  by  one  of  the  most  severe 
winters  we  have  had  in  many  years.  Due  to  the  very  unusual  winter 
if  was  impossible  to  cover  all  of  the  remote  territory  with  feeding 
operations  and  undoubtedly  a lot  of  our  squirrels  left  over  last  year 
starved,  thus  causing  the  shortage  this  fall.  While  it  is  true  squirrels 
frequently  “migrate”  or  drift  to  more  favorable  feeding  places.  I do 
not  believe  this  occurred  on  an  extensive  scale,  as  the  same  condition 
relative  to  nuts  in  the  central  and  southcentral  part  of  the  State  was 
quite  general.  We  brought  this  condition  to  the  attention  of  tin* 
sportsmen  just  before  the  opening  of  the  season  through  the  public- 
press  and  requested  that  they  be  conservative  in  the  killing  of  squir- 
rels in  sections  where  this  condition  prevailed.  They  have  responded 
nobly  and  from  the  reports  I have  recently  obtained  T am  satisfied 
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we  have  a goodly  number  of  these  animals  left  over  for  breeding  pur- 
poses next  spring. 

WILD  TURKEYS:  These  birds  have  apparently  been  increasing 
steadily  under  the  protection  given  them  at  present,  and  while  they 
faced  a hard  winter,  the  great  majority  of  them  were  well  looked 
after  and  fed  by  our  officers  and  interested  sportsmen  so  that  the 
supply  when  the  hunting  season  opened  was  apparently  better  than 
any  time  for  many  years  past.  Unfortunately,  at  the  opening  of  the 
turkey  season  the  weather  was  most  disagreeable  and  the  hunters 
did  not  have  much  of  a chance,  although  this  unfavorable  weather  has 
most  assuredly  saved  the  turkeys.  I believe  that  less  turkeys  were 
killed  than  last  year  because  of  this  condition,  as  most  of  the  turkey 
hunters  left  the  turkey  country  quite  badly  discouraged  after  the 
second  day  and  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  return  again  this 
season.  There  is  a growing  feeling  that  the  season  on  turkeys  should 
open  with  other  small  game  to  stop  a great  deal  of  illegal  killing  that 
cannot  be  prevented  under  present  law. 

RUFFED  GROUSE:  This  grandest  of  all  American  game  birds  is 
apparently  again  increasing  slowly  in  practically  every  section  of 
the  State.  Weather  conditions  last  spring  were  quite  favorable  for 
hatching  and  rearing  the  young  birds,  and  if  the  sportsmen  continue 
conserving  these  birds  as  they  have  so  splendidly  done  during  the 
past  three  or  four  years  by  killing  limited  numbers  only  instead  of 
attempting  to  kill  all  the  law  allows,  I believe  that  we  can  continue 
fairly  good  grouse  hunting  in  Pennsylvania  for  many  years.  In  sec- 
tions where  these  birds  have  been  too  closely  killed  off  prior  to  the 
closing  of  the  State  in  11)18,  it  is  true  that  they  have  had  a difficult 
time  “holding  their  own.”  as  any  species  of  wild  birds  and  animals 
always  does  when  they  get  reduced  beyond  a certain  point.  Reports 
reaching  us  during  the  last  week  of  the  season  indicate  that  there  are 
plenty  of  birds  leftover,  in  fact  more  than  for  sometime  past,  in  al- 
most every  section  of  the  State  for  breeding  purposes,  and  if  we  have 
a moderate  winter  with  a good  breeding  season  next  spring,  we  will 
have  a goodly  number  of  these  birds.  However,  our  sportsmen  must 
continue  conserving  the  grouse  because  of  the  ever-increasing  num- 
ber of  hunters,  improved  firearms,  highways,  etc.,  or  else  the  pen- 
dulum will  swing  backward  never  to  again  return,  and  there  will  be 
added  to  the  list  of  extinct  species  because  of  lack  of  protection  by 
sentiment  and  statute  another  victim  of  a short-sighted  “let-the- 
. other-fellow-protect-and-conserve-them”  policy. 

RING-NECK  PHEASANTS:  Ring-neck  pheasants  seem  to  be  in- 
creasing in  everv  section  of  the  State  where  thev  have  been  stocked. 
We  received  many  authentic  reports  last  spring  that  these  birds  had 


positively  lived  through  our  severe  winter  weather  without  any  as- 
sistance. This  is  most  graitfying  because  before  ring-necks  were 
stocked  by  the  Commonwealth  all  the  information  available  indi- 
cated that  ring-necks  could  not  live  for  any  length  of  time  in  Penn- 
sylvania should  the  ground  be  covered  with  ice  and  snow.  However, 
a special  effort  was  made  to  feed  them  wherever  they  could  be  located 
and  by  releasing  a goodly  number  of  these  birds  last  spring,  the 
sportsmen  in  a number  of  sections  enjoyed  quite  a lot  of  shooting 
this  fall,  although  the  sentiment  generally  among  the  sportsmen  as 
well  as  the  land  owners  is  that  these  birds  should  not  be  killed  until 
they  become  more  plentiful.  Many  sportsmen  favor  a law  permitting 
the  killing  of  male  birds  only,  while  others  object  strenuously  to 
legislation  of  this  sort  because  of  mistakes  that  hunters  not  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  habits  of  grouse  and  ring-necks  would 
undoubtedly  make.  This  should  be  carefully  considered  before  ap- 
proving such  legislation. 

QUAIL:  These  birds  were  fed  wherever  it  was  possible  to  locate 
them  during  the  past  winter  by  officers,  sportsmen  and  land  owners, 
and  apparently  we  had  a splendid  supply  throughout  the  State  last 
spring  in  comparison  with  recent  years.  Quite  a number  of  birds 
were  trapped  and  the  coveys  in  this  way  divided  up  in  pairs  and 
intermixed.  This  trapping  and  breaking  up  of  coveys  from  past 
experience  is  very  desirable  and  secures  a far  greater  increase  than 
would  otherwise  be  possible.  Quit  a number  of  sportsmen  reported 
better  quail  shooting  this  fall  than  we  have  had  for  many  years, 
although  practically  everybody  tried  to  conserve  them  and  killed 
limited  numbers  only.  The  birds  stocked  last  spring  apparently  did 
splendidly  in  almost  every  section,  coveys  of  quail  being  reported 
where  none  of  these  birds  have  been  found  for  a long  time. 

WOODCOCK:  The  sportsmen  throughout  the  State  report  better 
woodcock  shooting  this  fall  than  we  have  had  for  a number  of  years, 
although  attribute  this  to  the  mild  weather  that  continued  late  into 
November,  and  feel  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Federal  au- 
thorities to  give  these  birds  absolute  protection  throughout  the  entire 
United  States  for  several  years. 

WILD  WATERFOWL:  During  the  spring  migrations  observers 
throughout  the  State  reported  more  wild  waterfowl  of  various  kinds 
than  had  been  observed  for  a number  of  years.  Reports  have  been 
received  indicating  that  larger  numbers  of  these  birds  are  again  breed- 
ing within  our  borders  and  the  sportsmen  apparently  enjoyed  better 
waterfowl  shooting  this  fall  than  we  have  had  for  some  time.  This 
increase  in  wild  waterfowl  is  attributed  to  the  absolute  protection 
accorded  these  birds  during  the  spring  time. 


ISSUANCE  OF  HEATER'S  LICENSES. 


As  directed  by  you  at  your  last  Annual  Meeting,  each  1920 
Hunter’s  License  had  attached  a special  stub  upon  which  to  give  a 
report  of  game  killed.  Based  on  licenses  issued  by  the  several  coun- 
ties, an  allottment  of  licenses  was  printed  for  each  county,  and  a 
floating  issue  of  35,000  licenses  and  tags  known  as  “Special  Issue” 
with  a keystone  instead  of  a county  number  was  printed  at  the 
same  time  and  kept  in  stock  here.  The  total  number  printed  was 
-150,000,  and  for  a time  the  demands  upon  the  special  issue  lot  were 
so  great  that  we  feared  same  would  be  exhausted  before  the  end  of 
the  season,  so  2,000  additional  were  printed.  However,  as  the  season 
went  along  the  demands  decreased  and  1,500  of  the  original  extra 
lot  printed  are  still  on  hand.  Indications  are  that  approximately 
430,000  Resident  Licenses  and  approximately  2,000  Non-Resident  Li- 
censes have  been  issued  but  definite  figures  cannot  be  given  until 
sometime  in  early  January.  Think  of  it,  out  of  a total  population 
of  8,720,000  men,  women  and  children  of  all  ages  ( more  than  the 
population  of  the  entire  United  States  in  1810)  as  shown  by  the  1920 
census  figures,  at  least  425,000  took  out  hunting  licenses,  or  five  per 
cent,  of  our  population — one  out  of  every  20  persons  in  the  State. 
If  there  are  approximately  200,000  farmers  and  their  children  who 
do  some  hunting  legally  without  licenses,  it  means  that  7 per  cent, 
of  our  people  actually  hunted  this  year  in  Pennsylvania,  or  1 out  of 
every  14  persons.  The  number  of  licensed  hunters  according  to  the 
1920  census  far  exceeds  the  entire  population  of  Nevada  (77,407), 
Wyoming  (194,402),  Delaware  (223,003),  Arizona  (333,903),  Vermont. 
(352,428)  or  even  New  Mexico  (360,350).  With  an  area  of  45,215 
square  miles  this  means  Pennsylvania  may  have  an  average  of  9.5 
persons  to  every  square  mile  both  land  and  water  hunting  every 
day  during  the  season  should  only  the  licensed  sportsmen  hunt.  If 
fhe  farmers  are  included  it  means  we  may  have  an  average  of  13.3 
persons  to  every  square  mile  hunting  this  season  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  face  of  all  this,  some  hunters  cannot  understand  why  it  is  not 
possible  to  each  kill  the  limit  of  game  of  various  kinds. 

By  handling  the  issuance  of  licenses  in  the  above  manner,  we  were 
able  to  save  a considerable  item  for  printing  because  the  supply  al- 
lotted to  each  county  need  be  only  sufficient  for  what  is  believed  to 
be  actually  necessary,  and  if  they  run  short  make  shipments  imme- 
diately from  the  extra  stock  on  hand.  By  this  mefhod  every  County 
Treasurer  in  the  State  has  been  kept  supplied  and  there  has  been 
no  dissatisfaction  because  applicants  could  not  be  supplied  upon 
demand  and  also  no  excuse  for  anyone  to  hunt  without  first  securing 
the  license.  This  has  enabled  our  officers  to  enforce  this  law  more 
strictly  than  ever  before,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the  men  who 
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were  heretofore  charged  with  violating  the  game  laws  were  not  tak- 
ing the  chances  they  apparently  had  previously  because  they  feared 
detection  and  I apprehend  that  the  actual  violations  of  the  law  will 
he  materially  reduced  by  a more  rigid  enforcement  of  this  Act,  es- 
pecially in  the  large  game  territory.  A number  of  arrests  have  al- 
ready been  caused  for  failure  to  carry  the  license  or  failure  to  dis- 
play the  tag. 

Through  enforcing  the  license  law  more  strictly  the  class  of  men 
who  have  in  the  past  destroyed  and  carried  off  the  personal  property 
of  landowners,  such  as  poultry,  livestock,  fences,  etc.,  were  more  care- 
lul  than  ever  before  and  if  the  good  sportsmen  will  support  the  en- 
forcement of  this  law  to  the  maximum  there  will  soon  be  a much 
better  feeling  among  landowners  toward  the  sportsmen  of  the  State, 
which  is  very  necessary  at  this  time.  If  the  law-abiding  sportsmen 
are  cognizant  of  this  fact  and  see  to  it  that  the  scalawag  who  makes 
it  bad  for  them  is  apprehended  it  will  do  far  more  good  than  any 
legislation  attempting  to  correct  antipathy  toward  hunters. 

Relative  to  the  stub  for  the  report  of  game  killed,  would  say  that 
a great  many  of  the  sportsmen  throughout  the  State  feel  that  this 
is  a decided  forward  step  and  we  anticipate  that  the  sportsmen  will 
do  their  best  to  comply  with  the  request  to  send  in  these  reports 
promptly,  although  there  is  a great  deal  of  sentiment  among  licensees 
to  compel  the  sending  in  of  this  report  or  refuse  a license  the  follow- 
ing year.  This  could  be  accomplished  only  by  requiring  the  handing 
in  of  the  report  when  applying  for  the  next  license  which  would  de- 
lay the  data  to  an  extent  that  it  would  be  of  far  less  value  than  if 
sent  in  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  season.  However,  a pro- 
vision requiring  the  sending  of  the  report  could  well  be  incorporated 
in  an  amendment  to  the  license  act  if  deemed  advisable. 

HUNTING  ACCIDENTS. 

Because  of  the  larger  number  of  hunters  it  is  self-evident  that 
the  number  of  hunting  accidents  will  be  larger  than  previously,  and 
there  is  a growing  sentiment  among  the  sportsmen  of  the  State  that 
some  drastic  step  must  he  taken  to  reduce  the  danger  to  human  life 
because  of  the  every  growing  number  of  hunters.  Sportsmen  agree 
that  there  is  too  much  needless  shooting  while  in  the  fields  and 
forests,  eighty  to  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  which  could  be  eliminated 
entirely  and  thereby  reduce  the  danger  to  sportsmen.  There  is  also 
a feeling  that  the  use  of  high  power  rifles  must  sooner  or  later  be 
eliminated  if  this  careless,  unnecessary  shooting  is  not  in  some  way 
curbed.  Data  on  hunting  accidents  will  be  given  in  the  addendum. 
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GAME  S A ACT  I ARIES. 

We  at  this  time  liave  twenty-seven  (27)  Game  Sanctuaries  es- 
tablished, nineteen  (19)  on  State  Forest  Lands,  live  (5)  on  leased 
lands  and  three  (3)  on  lands  purchased  tor  Game  Sanctuary  pur- 
poses. The  beneficial  results  from  these  sanctuaries  are  constantly 
becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  The  sportsmen  agree  that  our 
system  of  sanctuaries  should  be  increased  in  every  way  possible  so 
that  each  section  of  the  State  may  have  one  or  more  of  these  havens 
of  refuge  where  game  may  increase  and  overflow  to  the  surrounding 
territory.  During  the  past  year  I have  made  a personal  inspection  of 
eighteen  (18)  of  our  present  sanctuaries,  also  the  sites  of  a number 
of  proposed  tracts,  and  am  satisfied  that  this  work  is  progressing  as 
rapidly  as  could  be  expected.  A special  effort  was  made  to  plant 
additional  food  during  the  year,  such  planting  consisting  of  per- 
manent materials,  i hickories,  walnuts,  haws,  slieepberries,  elder- 
berries, grapevines,  etc.)  as  well  as  grains  of  various  kinds  such  as 
buckwheat,  kafir  corn,  millet,  sunflowers,  etc.,  and  wherever  possible 
a number  of  little  patches  will  be  cleared  in  each  of  the  sanctuaries 
for  annual  planting. 

During  the  past  summer  I visited  two  of  the  State  Game  Farms 
of  Aew  York,  llie  State  Game  Farm  of  New  Jersey,  also  some  large 
private  game  farms,  and  inquired  thoroughly  into  various  phases  of 
their  respective  activities.  I am  convinced  that  under  conditions  as 
Ihey  face  them  in  the  States  named  these  farms  are  doing  a splendid 
work  and  properly  deserve  the  continued  support  of  their  sportsmen. 
Our  conditions  are  entirely  different  and  such  farms  are  not  deemed 
advisable  in  Pennsylvania  where  we  have  more  than  10,000,000  acres 
of  uncultivated  lands  upon  which  to  extend  our  system  of  refugees. 

The  kill  of  small  game  so  far  reported  from  the  territory  surround- 
ing each  of  the  sanctuaries  is  very  gratifying  and  I am  reasonably 
confident  that  our  efforts  in  restocking  the  sanctuaries  recently  es- 
tablished will  be  more  and  more  appreciated  as  the  season  progresses. 
The  kill  of  deer  will  undoubtedly  show  an  excellent  increase  around 
the  preserves. 

Under  the  special  act  giving  the  Board  power  to  purchase  lands 
for  game  preserves,  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  lands  have  been 
made  since  January  1st  as  follows: 


County. 


Township. 


Area. 


1.  Elk,  Jones,  

■2.  Bedford,  Cambria  andUnion,  Greenfield,  Adams  and 
Blair Summerhill,  

3.  Bradford  (previously 

under  lease) Leroy  and  Barclay,  

4.  Warren Pleasant,  Watson  and  Cherry 

Grove,  

5.  Forest  and  Elk,  Highland.  Milestone  and  Spring 

Creek,  

6.  Jefferson,  Oliver  and  McCalmont,  

7.  McKean Norwich 


6.288.5  acres 

6.139.5  acres 

7,492.9  acres 

8.458.4  acres 

8,719  acres 
3 , 500  acres 
5 , OOO  acres 


Total . 


45,598.3  acres 


The  total  purchase  price  of  these  lands  is  fl20,209.03  or  an  average 
cost  of  $2.0-4  per  acre.  The  examination  of  titles  on  all  of  these  tracts 
has  just  been  completed  and  the  owners  are  rectifying  titles  just  as 
rapidly  as  matters  can  be  gotten  in  shape  so  that  final  purchase  may 
be  completed  in  a short  time.  The  money  has  been  paid  over  for 
tract  No.  1 complete,  and  portions  of  Nos.  2 and  4.  In  some  cases 
it  is  necessary  to  hold  the  matter  in  abeyance  until  actual  surveys 
can  be  made  when  the  weather  opens  up  this  coming  spring.  Surveys 
on  the  first  two  tracts  above  named  have  been  completed.  One  of 
these  tracts,  that  in  Bradford  county,  has  been  under  lease  for  game 
preserve  purposes  during  the  last  four  years  so  that  the  sanctuary 
is  already  established.  The  balance  of  these  tracts  will  be  gotten  in 
shape  as  quickly  as  possible  this  coming  spring  and  the  sanctuaries 
on  each  tract  completed. 

The  examination  of  titles,  surveys,  etc.,  is  a slow,  tedious  task  and 
in  order  to  get  same  accurate  takes  a great  deal  of  time  and  patience. 
This  is  true  especially  of  the  surveying  work  where  labor  conditions 
as  they  existed  during  the  past  four  or  five  months  have  been  a seri- 
ous handicap. 

Additional  lands  are  being  offered  for  purchased  so  that  options 
on  at  least  $30,000  worth  of  lands,  the  additional  amount  that  can 
be  contracted  for  prior  to  dune  20th  next,  will  be  ready  for  execu- 
tion within  a short  time.  Our  officers  are  at  this  time  looking  into 
the  availability  of  tracts  in  Lehigh,  Berks  and  Centre  counties.  Op- 
tions have  also  been  promised  on  several  of  the  five  preserves  now 
under  lease.  By  the  time  these  purchases  are  completed  the  aecu- 
multed  funds  in  the  Treasury  will  be  very  materially  reduced  and 
will  be  down  to  about  what  is  actually  necessary  for  the  operation 
of  the  Department  for  the  coming  year,  with  a small  emergency  bal- 
ance. 
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AUXILIARY  GAME  SANCTUARIES. 


The  seven  (7 ) Auxiliary  Game  Sanctuaries  already  established 
appear  to  be  producing  first-class  results  with  but  little  trouble  or 
annoyance  to  the  Department,  and  there  are  a number  of  applications 
on  file  now  for  consideration  at  your  next  meeting.  The  sportsmen 
throughout  the  State  feel  that  these  auxiliary  sanctuaries  are  very 
desirable,  many  of  them  stating  that  they  would  rather  see  ten  live- 
hundred-acre  tracts  distributed  throughout  their  section  of  the  State 
than  one  five-thousand  acre  tract.  The  only  objection  to  these  sanc- 
tuaries is  the  possibility  of  future  difficulty  in  proper  administering 
same. 


PURCHASE  OF  GAME  FOR  STOCKING  PURPOSES. 


The  purchase  of  game  for  stocking  purposes  last  winter  was  al- 
most out  of  the  question  because  of  war  conditions  and  severe  winter 
wither  both  of  which  seriously  handicapped  transportation  com- 
panies. and  even  though  game  could  have  been  secured  in  limited 
numbers,  shipment  was  almost  out  of  the  question.  From  the  tabu- 
lated statement  in  the  back  of  the  report  you  will  note  that  we  did 
secure  and  release  since  the  last  annual  report,  46  white-tailed  deer, 
almost  10,066  bob-white  quail,  more  than  566  varying  hares,  (approxi- 
mately a like  number  having  been  lost  in  transit),  slightly  more  than 
260  cotton-tailed  rabbits,  and  also  obtained  more  than  30,000  ring- 
neck  pheasant  eggs.  Our  experience  along  this  line  during  the  last 
live  years  and  statements  concerning  same  as  made  in  our  several 
reports  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  our  own  wishes  nor  to  satisfy 
interested  sportsmen,  so  that  a number  of  individuals  also  placed 
orders  for  game  of  various  kinds  with  the  intention  of  paying  for 
such  game  themselves,  as  well  as  showing  the  Department  that  they 
could  get  game,  and  if  individuals  could  the  Department  should  cer- 
tainly be  able  to  do  so.  I am  glad  a number  of  them  tried  this  out, 
as  otherwise  they  would  probably  always  place  us  in  the  doubtful 
class.  They  are,  however,  now  fully  convinced  that  the  securing  of 
desirable  wild  birds  or  animals  for  stocking  purposes  is  at  all  times 
very  difficult  and  that  the  policy  we  have  always  maintained,  namely, 
give  our  native  birds  and  animals  still  better  protection  if  possible, 
is  far  superior.  Conditions  are  considerably  better  at  this  time  and 
we  have  placed  orders  for  a large  number  of  cotton-tailed  rabbits, 
varying  hares,  quail,  squirrels  and  a number  of  deer  and  turkeys. 
Practically  all  the  ring-necks  available  this  year  are  already  on 
hand.  Many  breeders  of  ring-necks  curtailed  their  operations  during 
the  war  because  of  food  and  labor  conditions,  but  are  again  getting 
in  shape  to  rear  these  birds  in  large  numbers. 


TRAPPING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  NATIVE  QUAIL  vs.  PUR 
CHASING  MEXICAN  QUAIL. 

Many  sportsmen  throughout  the  State  report  that  the  Mexican 
birds  are  doing  splendidly,  nevertheless  there  are  other  sportsmen 
who  feel  that  this  same  amount  of  money  spent  in  further  feeding- 
operations  to  care  for  our  native  birds,  trapping  and  separating  the 
coveys,  etc.,  would  produce  more  permanent  results.  We  have  al- 
ways informed  sportsmen  that  the  commission  very  much  favored 
Ihe  breaking  up  of  coveys  of  birds  but  that  in  addition  we  thought 
it  advisable  to  further  try  the  Mexican  bob-white  quail.  With  re- 
ference to  separating  our  native  coveys,  many  prominent  sportsmen 
feel  that  we  should  offer  fifty  cents  to  seventy-live  cents  per  bird  for 
the  trapping  of  our  quail  before  the  mating  season  each  year,  turn 
them  over  to  the  Protector  in  charge  of  the  county  and  have  him 
intermix  the  birds  and  distribute  them  throughout  his  territory  to 
the  best  advantage.  This  is  a matter  in  which  your  careful  considera- 
tion is  important  as  1 believe  it  well  worth  trying. 

BEAVER  COLONIES. 

We  now  have  colonies  of  these  animals  started  at  our  preserves  as 
follows: 

1.  Preserve  No.  IT  situated  near  Sizerville,  Cameron  County. 

2.  Perserve  No.  10  situated  near  Hickory  Run,  Carbon  County. 

3.  Preserve  No.  13  located  in  Sullivan  County,  near  Jamison  City. 

4.  Preserve  No.  0 located  at  Ingleby,  Centre  County. 

5.  Preserve  No.  16  located  near  Asaph,  Tioga  County. 

6.  Preserve  No.  22  situated  north  of  Laurelton,  Union  County. 

7.  Preserve  No.  18  situated  south  of  MeVeytown,  Mifflin  County. 

8.  Preserve  No.  21  located  near  Lykens,  Dauphin  County. 

These  colonies  are  given  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  estab- 
lished, and  in  almost  every  instance  the  animals  released  have  divided 
into  two  separate  groups  and  are  apparently  favorably  situated  and 
doing  splendidly.  If  the  additional  beaver  promised  for  shipment 
can  be  obtained,  we  will  soon  have  these  animals  well  distributed 
throughout  the  State,  and  it  will  be  but  a short  time  until  we  can 
trap  some  of  the  off-spring  of  the  colonies  already  established  and 
still  further  distributed  them  throughout  the  State.  A great  deal 
of  appreciative  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  efforts  of  the  Game 
Commission  to  re-establish  the  beaver  in  Pennsylvania. 

BOUNTIES. 

The  operation  of  our  bounty  system  continues  to  meet  with  ap- 
proval of  the  sportsmen  and  trappers  generally  throughout  the 


State,  and  I am  .satisfied  that  this  system  for  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties on  vermin  is  the  best  in  use  anywhere  in  the  United  States.  By 
reference  to  the  tabulated  statement  in  the  back  of  the  report,  you 
will  note  that  during  the  last  fiscal  year  we  paid  bounty  on  314  wild 
cats,  4,527  gray  foxes,  2,295  red  foxes.  2,253  minks  and  53,873 
weasles,  requiring  a total  of  $125,156.00  from  the  Bounty  Fund.  The 
mild  weather  so  far  this  year  lias  apparently  delayed  trapping  opera- 
tions considerably  and  the  claims  are  not  up  to  what  they  were  a 
year  ago.  However,  1 believe  this  reduction  in  claims  over  last  year 
is  largely  due  to  the  present  fur  market.  The  prices  on  furs  are  less 
than  half  what  they  were  a year  ago,  and  all  large  fur  houses  are 
discouraging  trapping,  advising  the  people  throughout  the  Nation 
to  hold  off  until  next  year.  It  may  be  that  our  bounties  will  fall  off 
considerably  this  winter  on  this  account,  and  l am  reasonably  sure 
that  the  falling  off  in  bounty  claims  so  far  this  fall  is  not  due  to 
destruction  of  the  animal  increase,  as  well  as  some  of  the  breeding 
stock,  although  we  a re  undoubtedly  killing  off  vermin  more  rapidly 
than  it  is  being  reared  at  this  time,  and  the  time  will  later  on  come 
when  the  pendulum  will  swing  backwards.  In  addition  to  the  ani- 
mals presented,  there  were  thousands  of  weasels,  foxes,  minks,  etc., 
killed  throughout  the  State  that  were  not  presented  for  bounty. 
There  is  considerable  sentiment  for  a larger  bounty  on  the  gray  fox, 
although  leave  this  question  for  your  decision. 

CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  several  Departments  interested  in  conserva- 
tion work  are  co-operating  more  closely  today  in  Pennsylvania  than 
ever  before,  and  the  results  are  quite  apparent.  The  Foresters, 
Forest  Rangers,  Fish  Wardens  and  State  Police  are  helping  our  of- 
ficers wherever  they  can.  We  in  turn  are  doing  the  same.  During 
the  past  year  our  officers  were  of  very  material  assistance  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Forestry  in  curbing  fires,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  in  enforcing  the  fish  law  and  to  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture in  assisting  to  enforce  the  Dog  License  Law,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  under  that  law  having  the  power  to  request  this  co- 
operation which  we  are  only  too  glad  tc  supply  so  long  as  such  assist- 
ance can  be  rendered  without  material  interference  with  our  regular 
work.  Just  before  beginning  this  report  T spent  a few  clays  in  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  State  and  was  exceeding  well  pleased  to  see  the 
manner  in  which  the  employes  of  the  Department  of  Forestry  and 
our  officers  were  working  hand  in  hand.  This  same  condition,  T have 
been  informed  by  our  representatives,  prevails  in  practically  every 
section  of  the  State  and  is  largely  due  to  the  position  taken  by  Gov- 
ernor Sproul  that  these  various  Departments  must  co-operate  more 
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closely.  The  heads  of  the  Departments  referred  to  have  done  their 
utmost  to  carry  out  the  Governor’s  wishes  with  the  results  above 
stated. 

CHANGES  IN  GAME  LAWS. 

While  the  material  changes  in  our  game  laws  actually  necessary 
are  limited  in  number,  there  are  several  changes-  that  are  most  vital, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  say  that  the  sentiment  of  the  sportsmen 
throughout  the  State  is  almost  unanimously  in  accord  with  the  posi 
tion  this  Board  has  always  maintained  on  certain  matters. 

S 'MALL  GAME:  The  most  important  change  necessary  at  this  time 
is  to  secure  a short  uniform  open  season  for  all  small  upland  game. 
Sportsmen  generally  agree  that  the  month  of  November  will  be  the 
most  acceptable  to  everybody  and  will  also  be  sufficiently  long  for 
our  game  of  various  kinds,  especially  game  birds.  I anticipate  there 
will  be  no  trouble  whatever  to  have  the  coming  Legislature  amend 
the  present  game  law  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  sportsmen  so 
that  we  will  have  an  open  season  on  rabbits,  squirrels,  grouse,  quail, 
ring-necks,  etc.,  for  the  month  of  November  only.  While  this  may 
be  short  for  rabbits,  why  sacrifice  everything  else  for  rabbit  hunt- 
ing. While  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  woodcock  season  run 
concurrently  with  the  other  game  season,  the  opinion  of  the  sports- 
men is  that  the  woodcock  season  should  not  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  vast  benefit  that  will  undoubtedly  come  through  a uniform 
season  on  the  balance  of  our  small  game. 

In  connection  with  open  seasons,  there  is  a great  deal  of  senti- 
ment among  our  people  that  if  dove  shooting  is  to  be  permitted  in 
other  States  it  is  an  injustice  to  our  sportsmen  to  prohibit  the  shoot- 
ing of  these  birds  in  Pennsylvania,  and  I believe  it  advisable  to  again 
place  doves  on  the  game  bird  list  in  Pennsylvania  with  an  open 
season  to  run  concurrently  with  the  season  for  black  birds  and  plover. 

Raccoon  hunters  generally  agree  that  the  season  on  these  animals 
should  not  open  until  October  1st  because  the  weather  is  usually 
unfit  for  coon  hunting  during  September  and  the  mother  raccoon 
and  her  entire  immature  family  frequently  fall  victim  to  unscrupu- 
lous hunters  during  September,  which  is  not  sport  but  simply 
slaughter.  The  fur  is  also  not  prime  in  September. 

In  addition  to  the  change  in  the  open  seasons,  there  is  also  a great 
deal  of  sentiment  among  the  sportsmen  generally  for  reduced  bag 
limit  on  ruffed  grouse,  rabbits  and  ring-neck  pheasants,  many  sports- 
men asking  that  the  limit  on  grouse  he  reduced  to  two  per  day  and 
twelve  for  the  season.  1 think  this  is  too  radical  and  that  probably 
three  per  day  and  fifteen  for  the  season  would  he  a happy  medium. 
The  general  sentiment  is  for  a reduction  in  the  daily  bag  limit  of 
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rabbits  to  five  leaving  the  season  limit  where  it  now  stands,  and  to 
reduce  the  ring-neck  pheasant  limit  to  three  per  day  and  not  more 
than  six  for  the  season,  many  sportsmen  recommending  that  the  cock 
pheasant  only  be  killed,  although  there  is  quite  a division  of  senti- 
ment on  this  question  because  of  the  fact  that  our  grouse  cover  and 
ring-neck  pheasant  cover  are  so  generally  interspersed  throughout 
Pennsylvania. 

DEER:  The  season  on  deer  and  bear  seems  to  be  quite  acceptable 
although  it  does  seem  the  season  on  bear  should  also  open  November 
1st  instead  of  October  15th  if  the  above  change  is  made.  While  this 
report  is  being  written,  reports  are  reaching  us  to  the  effect  that 
quite  a number  of  bucks  with  horns  less  than  two  inches  long  have 
already  been  killed.  This  is  simply  a repetition  of  what  has  hap- 
pened in  the  past  although  it  seems  to  me  that  the  practice  of  shoot- 
ing at  “large  deer”  and  taking  chances  on  killing  a legal  buck  will 
be  considerably  curbed  this  year  because  of  the  more  systematic 
placing  of  our  officers  during  the  deer  season,  growing  sentiment  for 
rigid  enforcement  and  protection  among  the  sportsmen,  etc.,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  our  law  should  protect  the  deer  with  horns  less 
than  three  and  one-half  inches  ( 31/' ) from  the  top  of  or  better  still, 
protect  bucks  until  they  have  antler  or  prongs  with  2 points  above 
the  skull  instead  of  “above  the  hair.”  Sportsmen  now  frequently  see 
a small  buck  deer  standing  within  a short  distance  and  see  small 
points  and  kill  the  deer  because  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
boras  are  at  least  two  inches  long.  Later  when  they  find  they  are 
mistaken  they  either  take  advantage  of  the  law  giving  them  a return 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  penalty  or  leave  the  carcass  lying  on 
the  ground  to  rot.  There  is  also  a great  deal  of  misunderstanding 
among  sportsmen  as  to  just  what  is  meant  by  horns  “two  inches 
above  the  hair,”  some  having  the  proper  conception,  namely,  that 
this  means  from  the  base  of  the  horn  where  it  is  attached  to  the 
pedicle,  while  others  are  of  the  opinion  that  any  hair  growing  around 
the  horn  must  be  stretched  up  as  far  as  it  will  reach  and  then  meas- 
ure from  there  up.  From  our  experience  in  the  past  we  find  that 
a buck  deer  may  push  the  first  horn  growth  anywhere  from  an  inch 
and  a half  to  two  and  one-half  inches,  but  that  rarely  a deer  with 
horns  more  than  two  inches  long  is  killed  that  does  not  actually 
have  horns  five  or  six  inches  from  the  top  of  the  skull,  and  the  sports- 
men who  are  in  favor  of  further  protecting  our  deer  are  quite  anxious 
to  see  this  change  brought  about  so  as  to  make  men  be  still  more 
careful.  Tn  some  sections  that  have  been  very  closely  hunted  year 
after  year  the  majority  of  deer  killed  are  spike  bucks.  This  is  true 
especially  where  in  years  past  many  hunters  have  been  taking  chances 
and  killing  “large  deer”  with  the  result  tliat  a number  of  does  have 


always  been  killed  in  such  territory.  While  a great  deal  of  this  prac- 
tice will  undoubtedly  be  broken  up  this  season,  still  in  my  opinion 
the  law  could  well  be  changed  as  above  stated. 

In  connection  with  other  changes  in  the  deer  law.  there  is  a great 
deal  of  sentiment  among  sportsmen  for  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  deer  to  a camp.  Whether  this  is  advisable  I am  not  in  position  to 
say,  although  many  camps  throughout  the  State  are  of  the  opinion 
that  nof  more  than  four  deer  should  be  permitted  to  one  camp.  It  is 
gratifying  to  say,  however,  that  there  is  but  little  sentiment  in  favor 
of  an  open  season  on  does.  While  a year  ago  there  was  some  little 
sentiment  along  this  line,  I believe  the  unfortunate  outcome  of  such 
legislation  of  our  sister  State  to  the  north  has  satisfied  our  sports- 
men that  we  do  not  want  anything  of  Ibis  sort  in  Pennsylvania. 


RESIDENT  HUNTER’S  LICENSE 


LAW. 


There  is  but  little  need  for  changing  the  Resident  Hunter’s  License 
law  except  in  one  or  two  respects.  There  is  an  ever-growing  senti- 
ment among  the  sportsmen  to  change  the  location  where  hunters  are 
required  to  wear  the  tag,  and  l think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
good  sportsmanship  if  the  law  were  changed  so  as  to  require  the 
wearing  of  the  tag  in  the  middle  of  the  back  on  the  outer  garment 
between  the  shoulders.  Many  men  now  do  not  place  their  tag  exactly 
as  the  law  stipulates  on  the  back  of  the  sleeve  between  the  shoulder 
and  the  elbow  so  that  the  figures  can  at  all  time  be  seen,  but  in- 
variable get  the  tag  too  far  front  from  the  sleeve  with  the  result  that 
tags  are  sometimes  torn  off  and  the  figures  become  dimmed  and  fre- 
quently almost  invisible  at  a few  feet,  especially  when  hunting 
through  heavy  cover  during  wet  weather.  In  addition  to  these  ad 
vantages,  wearing  the  tag  on  the  back  (as  has  been  permitted  and 
largely  practiced  by  sportsmen)  would  make  better  sportsmen  of  a 
certain  class  of  men  who  disregard  the  property  rights  of  land 
owners,  shoot  their  live  stock,  tear  down  their  fences,  etc.,  and  get 
away  with  it  because  they  do  not  have  their  tag  properly  displayed, 
and  either  carelessly  or  intentionally  get  it  around  too  far  front  on 
the  sleeve  or  else  back  under  so  that  the  numbers  are  not  plainly 
visible,  especially  to  one  who  is  inexperienced  in  reading  these  license 
numbers. 

Another  and  the  most  important  change  almost  unanimously  sug- 
gested by  sportsmen  is  to  give  the  Game  Commission  the  power  to 
revoke  hunter’s  licenses,  as  well  as  to  deny  hunters  the  right  to 
secure  a license  or  hunt  for  periods  of  two  to  five  years.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  this  power  be  conferred  on  the  Board  and  be  applied  in 
cases  (1)  where  men  needlessly  or  intentionally  destroy  personal 
property,  (2)  where  men  are  incapable  to  carefully  handle  firearms 
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and  thus  be  a menace  to  fellow  sportsmen,  (3)  or  where  the  game 
law  has  been  violated,  the  thought  being  that  the  revoking  of  licenses 
and  prohibiting  men  from  securing  licenses  for  a term  should  not  be 
made  mandatory  but  that  the  Game  Commission  be  given  discretion- 
ary power.  While  this  may  make  additional  work  for  this  office,  I 
believe  that  no  piece  of  legislation  now  on  the  books  or  proposed 
would  mean  so  much  to  the  sportsmen  of  Pennsylvania  as  a provision 
of  this  kind.  Many  men  have  in  the  past  violated  the  law  with  im- 
punity and  when  apprehended  paid  the  penalty  without  a whimper 
because  it  was  only  a drop  in  the  bucket  to  them,  but  if  those  same 
men  would  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  to  hunt  for  a period  of  from 
two  to  five  years  they  would  not  look  upon  violations  of  the  law  so 
lightly. 


NEEDLESS  SHOOTING  WHILE  IN  GAME  COYER. 


In  view  of  the  ever-increasing  army  of  hunters  in  Pennsylvania, 
there  is  a growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  stopping  all  unnecessary 
shooting  while  hunting.  Reports  now  coming  in  are  to  the  effect 
that  men  with  rifles  are  carelessly  shooting  off  trees,  destroying 
posters,  etc.,  because  they  simply  want  to  use  something  as  a target 
entirely  oblivious  to  the  danger  to  fellow  sportsmen  that  lurks  in  a 
stray  bullet  fired  from  a high-powered  rifle.  Many  sportsmen  are 
now  unable  to  actually  enjoy  large  game  hunting  because  they  are 
afraid  of  stray  bullets.  If  it  is  now  dangerous,  as  it  unquestionably 
is,  then  a short  act  prohibiting  all  unnecessary  shooting  would  reduce 
the  danger  to  hunters  by  at  least  ninety-live  per  cent.,  because  from 
data  collected  we  are  satisfied  that  for  every  shot  fired  at  game  at 
least  nineteen  are  fired  at  some  object  other  than  game.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Forestry  is  very  much  interested  in  securing  additional 
legislation  on  this  subject  as  a protection  to  valuable  timber. 


EDUCATION  THROUGH  PUBLIC  PRESS. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  secured  very  beneficial  results 
through  the  splendid  co-operation  accorded  the  Department  bv  the 
public  press  of  the  State.  Letters  on  various  subjects  have  been 
sent  to  the  newspapers  from  time  to  time  and  the  sportsmen  through- 
out the  State  highly  appreciate  the  courtesy  of  the  press,  as  well  as 
the  benefit  derived  through  this  effort.  We  find  that  we  are  able  to 
reach  thousands  of  people  in  this  manner  and  prevent  infractions  of 
the  law  that  would  otherwise  occur  because  of  ignorance. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  statements  relative  to  boun- 
ties paid  during  the  vear.  hatching  of  rink-neck  pheasant  eggs,  status 
of  funds,  etc.  Prior  to  the  date  of  your  Annual  Meeting,  I will  also 
have  prepared  proper  data  relative  to  game  killed,  hunting  accidents, 
licenses  issued,  etc.,  to  be  attached  to  this  report  in  the  form  of  an 
addendum, 


STATEMENT  COVERING  GAME  OF  VARIOUS  KINDS  PURCHASED  AND 
RELEASED,  GAME  SECURED  AND  HELD  FOR  LIBERATION  SPRING 
OF  1921,  AND  GAME  CONTRACTED  FOR  BETWEEN  DECEMBER  1. 
1919,  AND  NOVEMBER  30,  1920. 


GAME  RELEASED : (In  addition  to  gamp  held  per  1919  Report). 


Wild  Turkeys 470 

Ring-neck  Pheasants 3,901 

Ring-neck  Pheasant  Eggs  (See  detailed  report  below) 31,967 

Rabbits  (Cotton-tail) 211 

Varying  bares  (Snow-shoe  rabbits) 514 

Quail,  Bob-white 9,969 

Beaver 


GAME  PURCHASED  AND  DELI\ ERED.  (Held  for  liberation  this 
coining  spring). 

Ring-neck  Pheasants 

GAME  PURCHASED  OR  CONTRACTED  FOR  TO  BE  DE- 
LIVERED : 

(Prior  to  July  1.  1921). 


Deel’>  200 

Wild  Turkeys,  45q 

Ring-neck  Pheasants (440 

Rabbits  (Cotton-tail),  20,000 

Varying  hares 6,000 

Quail,  Bob-white,  25  000 

Quail,  Gambol o qqo 

Fox  Squirrels 3 qqq 

Beaver,  405 
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DATA  CONCERNING  THE  HATCHING  AND  REARING  OF  RING-NECK 
PHEASANTS,  FROM  EGGS  SECURED  SPRING  OF  1920. 


Game  Protector.  j Address. 


James  H.  Carpenter,  - 

Box  342,  Chester, 

Doylestown, 

Jeremiah  S.  .Reinert , 

Delmont  Broadbelt,  

Poeopson,  _ 

Christiana,  _ _ 

Reading,  239  IS.  11th  St 

Slatington,  _ 

Benjamin  A.  Wright,  - - 

Easton,  073  Ferry , _ 

William  H.  Merring,  __  . 

East  Stroudsburg,  

John  W.  Hornbeck,  

Ringmans  Ferry,  . 

Hawley,  _ _ __  __ 

Montrose, 

Walter  D.  Young:,  

Tunkhannock,  _ 

William  Anneman,  _ __  - - 

Scranton,  1103  Watson  Ave.,-- 

H.  Bennett  Hale,  _ _ _ _ _ 

Dallas,  1,  __  

Mauch  Chunk,  _ _ 

Albert  F.  Hartwig,  _ 

Tamaqua,  

Newm  a n s to  w n , 

William  G.  Stevens,  

Fork,  256  W.  Cottage  Place,-. 

Harrisburg,  619  Peffer  St., 

Charles  D.  Madenfort, 

Shamokin,  129  S.  Franklin  St., 

Harry  W.  Miner,  

R.  F.  D.  iNo.  3,  Boomsburg,— 

Dushore,  

Fred  T*.  Van  Orman,  . _ 

LeRaysviile,  

L.  G.  Hoyt, 

Tioga,  __  

Oh  n rips  Hi  Snyder, 

Montoursvilie,  _ 

Miles  Reeder,  _ 

Mifflinburg,  Box  64,  - 

Hugh  H.  Groning-er, 

Port  Royal,  __  _ 

Liverpool, 

Warren  W.  Zell,  — 

Carlisle,  116  N.  Hanover  St... 

Gettysburg,  _ . 

Bay  0.  Rankle,  __  - 

Ohambersburg,  N.  Glenn  St.,___ 

Maurice  F.,  Sherman,  _ 

McConnellsburg,  

Huntingdon,  613  Penn  St., 

Lewistown,  „ 

Philipsbm'g,  

Reno vo. 

Coiudersport,  _ 

Emporium , 

.DuBois,  

Frank  A.  Myers, 

Altoona,  1613  10th  St.,  - 

Everett,  ..  

Meyersdale,  _ . . __ 

Ebensburg,  __  

Marehand,  - . 

Punxsutawney,  

Wesdville,  - _ 

Mt.  Jewett,  _ _ _ . . . _ 

Garland,  Box  248,  _ 

Tionesta,  

Clarion,  

Kittanning,  _ 

H.  R.  Armbrust,  .Jr.,  

Greensburg,  Ri.  F.  D.  No.  6,  _ 

Fairchance,  - 

Waynesburg,  _ _ _ 

Monongahela,  _ . 

James  Sutton,  Jr.,  

Pittsburgh,  3356  Fifth  Ave.,  — _ 

Ambridgie,  _ — _ _ _ 

Joseph  M.  Curts, 

Butler,  231  W.  Pear]  St.,  

Harry  McHattie,  — 

New  Castle,  1507  E.  Washington, 

Greenville, 

Franklin 

Oo.nneauf,  7 :ike, 

Alex.  A.  McDonald,  

Erie,  1350  W.  11th  St. , 

Totals, 


Number 

Eggs. 

Number 

Hatched. 

Number 

Birds 

Released. 

400 

Ill 

31 

601 

270 

70 

504 

220 

56 

504 

181 

33 

626 

271 

122 

602 

243 

97 

600 

144 

63 

596 

157 

45 

402 

172 

33 

477 

148 

35 

450 

174 

69 

500' 

205 

91 

400 

116 

70 

556 

249 

85 

650 

134 

54 

600 

324 

153 

601 

263 

96 

500 

215 

49 

602 

202 

98 

636 

291 

114 

603 

174 

123 

500 

240 

136 

300 

88 

20 

504 

162 

87 

402 

94 

25 

500 

94 

27 

538 

97 

31 

500 

159 

79 

1 500 

269 

126 

648 

245 

52 

j 603 

321 

89 

1 003 

120 

50 

' 511 

232 

09 

500 

304 

117 

450 

120 

34 

450 

159 

38 

450 

102 

72 

214 

28 

15 

400 

109 

68 

467 

191 

406 

500 

224 

164 

500 

210 

76 

559 

229 

143 

500' 

146 

27 

400 

237 

42 

500 

153 

56 

350 

41 

15 

450 

188 

60 

500 

255 

S3 

250. 

96 

55 

402 

164 

94 

400 

No  data 

No  data 

601 

136 

57 

500 

144 

78 

400' 

116 

16 

498 

102 

60 

COO 

254 

71 

500 

239 

132 

500 

113 

51 

600 

131 

55 

500 

110 

17 

509 

1S1 

69 

497 

92 

55 

510 

173 

42 

31,967 

11,132 

4,346 

■“Officer  replaced. 

Cost  of  31,967  ring-neck  pheasant  eggs,  $8,844  18 

Cost  of  expressage  and  postage  on  pheasant  eggs,  52  44 


$8,896  62 

NOTE: — The  cost  of  pheasant  eggs  per  hundred  was  considerably  higher  this  year  and  a lot 
of  the  young  birds  were  hatched  during  a continued  spell  of  wet  weather  'this  materially  in- 
creasing the  cost  per  bird  reared. 

Approximate  cost  of  each  bird  reared  and  released,  $2  05 
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STATEMENT  BY  MONTHS  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOXIOUS 
ANIMALS  FROM  DECEMBER  1ST,  1919  TO  NOVEMBER  30TH,  1920. 


Month. 

Wildcat. 

F<  x. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Amount. 

Gray. 

Red. 

December,  — - -- 

54 

541 

430 

733 

10,209 

$28,254 

January,  „ 

108 

1,603 

929 

631 

10,811 

27,858 

February,  

38 

'Ml 

303 

z58 

5,565 

14,039 

March,  ...  - 

01 

958 

256 

185 

5,450 

13,804 

April,  — 

23 

223 

132 

66 

3,476 

7,864 

May,  . 

6 

47 

56 

24 

1,944 

4,l3o 

June,  — 

3 

24 

50 

30 

2,303 

4,771 

July,  

0 

36 

35 

58 

3,208 

6,595 

August , 

1 

25 

12 

51 

3,655 

7,421 

September,  . . 

2 

33 

12 

so 

2,345 

4,821 

October,  . 

2 

23 

20 

40 

2,030 

4,198 

November,  

16 

73 

69 

147 

2,877 

6,311 

314 

4,527 

2,295 

2,253 

53,873 

$125,156 

Kocertified  claims  paid  by  this  Department,  

*28 

$125,184 

SUMMARY  SHEET  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED  ON  NOXIOUS  ANI- 
MALS DURING  THE  YEAR  OF  DECEMBER  1ST,  1919,  TO  NOVEMBER 
30TH,  1920,  INCLUSIVE. 


County. 

Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Amount. 

Gray. 

Red. 

Adams,  ... 

0 

136 

12 

10 

916 

$2,125 

Allegheny,  _ _ 

1 

7 

7 

13 

383 

810 

Armstrong,  . 

1 

0 

6 

27 

] ,388 

2,783 

Beaver, . ... 

9 

3 

12 

29 

175 

39  i 

Bedford,  . . _ . .... 

9 

269 

46 

88 

1 .475 

3,662 

Berks,  _ _ ... 

9 

41 

30 

15 

1,103 

2,345 

Blair,  

0 

94 

48 

17 

626 

1,548 

Bradford,  ...  .. 

7 

79 

140 

113 

1,679 

3,947 

Bucks,  _ 

0 

42 

9 

13 

1,140 

2,382 

Butler,  ...... 

0 

3 

4 

31 

2,205 

4,403 

Cambria,  . _ __ 

1 

32 

19 

74 

562 

1,269 

Cameron,  . 

12 

8 

23 

12 

52 

274 

Carbon,  ..  _ 

1 

16 

12 

14 

274 

622 

Centre,  _.  ._  

16 

162 

127 

48 

1,055 

2,828 

Chester,  ...  

0 

4 

7 

22 

1,055 

2,145 

Clarion,  .... 

2 

6 

41 

73 

1,614 

3,389 

Clearfield,  _ 

10 

57 

91 

84 

1,143 

2,717 

Clinton , 

23 

134 

41 

8 

302 

1,140 

Columbia, 

4 

92 

15 

59 

1,213 

9.  *799 

Crawford, 

0 

0 

72 

1,886 

3,854 

Cumberland 

1 

154 

6 

2 

889 

2,103 

Dauphin,  . 

2 

120 

16 

8 

636 

1 , 566 

Delaware,  . __  . 

9 

0 

0 

0 

76 

146 

Elk,  

32 

14 

40 

37 

439 

1,270 

Erie,  . _ . 

9 

0 

7 

76 

1,094 

2,239 

Fayette, 

4 

118 

46 

52 

419 

1,226 

Forest, 

4 

1 

13 

17 

385 

827 

Franklin,  ...  ... 

2 

208 

11 

8 

802 

2,036 

Fulton, 

3 

166 

12 

59 

526 

1,478 

Greene,  ...  _ 

0 

2 

12 

3 

254 

534 

Huntingdon,  _ __  

12 

352 

S2 

51 

1,202 

3,412 

Indiana. 

1 

43 

18 

69 

1 ,077 

2,318 

Jefferson,  . _ 

1 

2 

36 

46 

1,315 

2,731 

Juniata,  _ _ ... 

9 

181 

25 

7 

740 

1 , 9(i0 

Lackawanna,  . _ _ _ _ 

3 

30 

22 

12 

99Q 

593 

Lancaster,  

0 

21 

14 

5 

936 

1 ,937 

30 


SUMMARY  SHEET  OF  BOUNTY  CLAIMS  ALLOWED — (ConcliKed) . 


County. 

Wildcat. 

Pox. 

Mink. 

Weasel. 

Amount. 

Gray. 

Red. 

Lawrence,  ._  . 

0 

0 

4 

10 

625 

1,243 

Lebanon,  

0 

3 

3 

1 

261 

533 

Lehigh,  _ 

1 

21 

2 

9 

645 

1,347 

Luzerne,  __  - _. 

5 

122 

29 

71 

1,515 

3,420 

Lycoming-,  

16 

158 

124 

48 

1,229 

3,183 

McKean.  ___  

15 

3 

35 

48 

823 

1,858 

Mercer,  _ 

i 

0 

0 

65 

1,238 

2,517 

Mifflin,  - . ... 

2 

132 

35 

20 

45  4 

1,271 

Monroe,  _ _ 

12 

71 

55 

66 

748 

1,900 

Montgomery,  ..  . . — 

a 

9 

4 

3 

663 

1,364 

Montour,  _ . 

0 

3 

1 

0 

284 

571 

Northampton,  

0 

27 

2 

15 

380 

S24 

Northumberland,  

0 

47 

8 

4 

720' 

1,549 

Perry,  . 

5 

225 

34 

4 

1 .161 

2,873 

Philadelphia,  

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

38 

Pike,  . _ _ 

22 

115 

39 

35 

243 

1 ,005 

Potter,  _ _ - 

24 

5 

130 

37 

666 

1,830 

Schuylkill.  ...... 

2 

129 

26 

17 

945 

2,216 

Snyder,  . 

0 

53 

23 

8 

682 

1,554 

Somerset,  ...  . 

1 

249 

75 

134 

1,228 

3,195 

Sullivan,  

8 

8 

28 

26 

226 

620 

Susquehanna,  ..  ... 

0 

136 

111 

48 

465 

1 ,470 

Tioga,  _ ... 

10 

13 

103 

35 

617 

1 , 559 

Union . ... 

0 

40 

14 

10 

278 

673 

Venango,  . 

0 

0 

17 

36 

1,702 

3,416 

Warren,  __  ... 

12 

3 

76 

54 

848 

2,003 

Washington, 

0 

3 

12 

9 

293 

606 

Wayne.  — . . 

2 

83 

126 

71 

359 

1,216 

Westmoreland,  

10 

154 

30 

63 

1,111 

2,730 

Wyoming, 

5 

83 

39 

46 

597 

1,516 

York,  — 

0 

35 

53 

4 

1,583 

3,322 

Totals,  

Recertified  claims  paid  by  t 

314  4,527 

his  Department, 

2,295 

2,253 

33,873 

$125,156 

28 

$125,184 

FI NANC TAL  STATEMENT. 


Covering  period  from  December  1st.  1919.  to  November  30,  1920,  Inclusive. 


GAME  PROTECTION  AND  PROPAGATING  FUND. 

Balance  in  State  Treasury  Dec.  1st,  1919 $214,400  89 

DEPOSITS  : 

One-half  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunter’s  Li- 
censes placed  in  this  fund  during  above  fiscal 

year $186,269  27 

Revenue  from  Non-Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  de- 
posited in  this  fund 16.758  94 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this 

fund  as  provided  by  law,  40,556  64 

240,584  85 


Total 484,985  74 

Transferred  from  Bounty  Fund  and  included  in  distribution  below.  39.049  75 


$524,035  49 
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DISBURSEMENTS  : 

Salaries  of  Game  Protectors,  Assistant  Game  Pro- 
tectors, and  general  office  force $137,166  74 

Expenses  of  salaried  Game  Protectors,  81,187  90 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Pro- 
tectors employed  for  special  duty,  27.697  24 

Salaries  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  22,103  30 

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  purchase  and 
erection  of  telephones,  buildings,  supplies,  etc., 

for  twenty-four  preserves,  19,771  23 

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keeiiers,  purchase  of 
buildings,  supplies,  etc.,  on  newly  established  pre- 
serves under  process  of  completion,  15,973  81 

Game  purchased  and  distributed,  56,259  91 

Expenses  in  caring  for  game  held  for  liberation,  . . 2,055  12 

Expressage  on  game,  etc 4.171  06 

Grain  and  feed  purchased  for  feeding  game,  9.687  43 

Advertising  the  closing  of  counties,  and  the  setting 
aside  of  certain  streams  within  the  game  preserves 

as  nursery  streams,  etc ..  622  56 

Bounties  paid  on  dogs  killed  while  chasing  deer,  . . 210  00 

Attorney  fees,  355  50 

Postage 2,042  54 

Purchase  of  automobiles  and  accessories,  upkeep  of 

automobiles  and  upkeep  of  motor-boats 9,406  03 

Purchase  of  lands  for  Game  Preserve  in  Elk  County.  17.293  52 

Expenses  on  seven  Auxiliary  Game  Preserves,  ....  53  02 

Wire  purchased  for  additional  Game  Preserves,  . . 341  54 

Storage  on  wire  on  hand  for  future  use,  19  06 

Badges  for  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors 247  50 

Cost  of  physical  examination  of  officers 410  00 

Miscellaneous  ( Including  $509.10  paid  out  from  of- 
ficer direct  for  hotel  accommodations  for  officers 

during  June  conference) 1,238  15 

Money  in  bank 3,183  58 


411.496  74 


Balance  in  this  fund  November  30.  1920 $112,538  75 


NOTE : It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a difference  between  the  above  distribution  and  the 

amount  given  in  the  quarterly  statement  of  our  books  attached.  This  is  because  a portion  of 
our  funds  was  drawn  by  direct  requisition,  while  the  amounts  appearing  in  the  quarterly  state- 
ment cover  only  advancements  for  which  settlement  is  later  made  with  the  Auditor  General. 

BOUNTY  FUND: 

Balance  in  Bounty  Fund  on  December  1st,  1919 $374,323  28 

DEPOSITS  : 

One-half  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunters'  Li- 
censes placed  in  this  fund  during  the  fiscal  year,  $186,269  27 


Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this 

fund  as  provided  for  by  law 13.495  74 

Revenue  from  salvaged  skins  sold  to  fur  companies,  807  24 

Re-deposits  of  checks  sent  out  by  Bounty  Division 

and  returned  undelivered 232  00 

Refunds  from  persons  who  made  fraudulent  bounty 

claims  and  were  later  apprehended,  187  00 


Total , 


200,991  25 
$575,315  13 
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DISBURSEMENTS : 

Bounties  from  December  1st,  1919,  to  November 
30th . 1920,  inclusive,  per  detailed  list  attached 

to  this  report,  .$125,184  00 

Salaries,  employees  of  Bounty  Division,  6,038  97 

Postage,  1,322  70 

Miscellaneous  equipment  for  use  of  Bounty  Division,  27  05 

— 132,572  72 

Balance,  $442,742  41 

Transferred  from  Bounty  Fund  to  Game  Protection  and  Propa- 
gating Fund,  and  included  in  the  disbursememnts  from  the 
Game  Protection  and  Propagating  Fund 39,049  75 

Net  balance  in  Bounty  Fund  November  30th,  1920,  ....  $403,692  66 


NOTE : Of  this  balance  in  the  Bounty  Fund,  .$102,915.51  will  be  used  for  purchasing  lands 

under  contract  for  Game  Sanctuary  purposes,  prior  to  June  20th,  1921. 


QUARTERLY  STATEMENT. 


December  1st,  1919  to  February  29th,  1920. 
DR. 

To  balances  from  last  quarter 

To  warrants  on  appropriation 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses.  . . . 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  owners’  licenses.  ... 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses,  


C’R. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  

By  expenses  during  quarter,  

48,618  28 


$3,901  38 
34,000  00 
14,639  24 
229  75 
50  00 
23  00 
8 00 
5 00 
3 00 

$52,859  37 

$14,957  99 
33,660  29 


Balance  March  1st,  1920, 


$4,241  09 


March  1st.  to  May  31st,  1920. 
DR. 


To  balances  from  last  quarter,  $4,241  09 

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  40,000  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  10,257  29 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold , 191  25 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses,  21  0() 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  owners'  licenses,  13  00 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses,  9 00 

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses,  3 00 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses,  3 00 

To  proceeds  of  Non-resident  licenses,  10  00 


$54,748  63 


H Hi 


By  deposits  in  State  Treasury 
By  expenses  during  quarter,  . 


CR. 


$10 , 507  54 
29,863  (50 


40.371  14 


Balance,  June  1st,  1920 

.Tune  1st  to  August  31st,  1920. 


$14,377  49 


DR. 

To  balances  from  last  quarter,  

o warrants  on  appropriation,  

o penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  owner's  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Breeders’  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  Non-resident  licenses,  


$14,377  49 
25,000  Of) 
12,518  63 
243  75 
11  00 
6 00 
3 00 
1 00 
25  00 
40  00 


By  deposits  in  State  Treasury 
By  expenses  during  quarter, 


CR. 


$12,848  38 
34,442  72 


$52,225  87 


47.291  10 


Balance,  September  1st,  1920,  

September  1st  to  November  30th,  1920. 


$4,934  77 


DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter,  $4,934  77 

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  50,000  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected 17 , 146  46 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold 234  00 

To  proceeds  of  Taxidermists’  licenses,  61  00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  owner’s  licenses,  14  00 

To  proceeds  of  Propagating  licenses,  8 00 

To  proceeds  of  Special  licenses,  1 00 

To  proceeds  of  Ordinary  licenses,  1 00 

To  proceeds  of  Ferret  Breeders’  licenses,  100  00 

To  proceeds  of  Non-resident  licenses,  520  00 


CR. 


By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $17,851  46 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  47.780  58 


$73,020 


65,632  04 


Balance , December  1st , 1920 , $7’,  388  19 


Respectfully  submitted 

SETH  E.  GORDON, 

Secretary,  Game  Commission. 


o 

fj 


o4 


ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  7,  1921. 

Jn  addition  to  the  data  contained  in  the  regular  report,  we  give 
below  information  relative  to  game  killed,  hunting  accidents,  licenses 
issued,  etc.,  which  data  has  been  compiled  since  the  preparation  of 
my  report  to  the  (lame  Commission.  A complete  tabulation  of  re- 
ports from  sportsmen  on  game  killed,  as  well  as  final  reports  cover- 
ing the  issuance  of  licenses,  will  probably  somewhat  change  the 
figures  below  given.  From  information  already  in  hand  the  figures 
on  game  killed  are  fairly  accurate  and  if  anything  below  the  actual 
kill  in  each  case. 


GAME  KILLED  SEASON  OF  1920. 


Number. 

Kind. 

Estimated 
Weight, 
of  Each. 

Total. 
Weight . 

3,300 

420 

Deer,  __  _ _ _ _ . 

125  lbs. 

412,500  lbs. 
84,000  lbs. 
7,000,009  lbs. 

750.000  lbs. 

248.000  lbs. 
37,500  lbs. 

200  lbs. 

3.509,000 

750,000 

2 lbs. 

Squirrels,  _ _ 

1 lb. 

31,030 

3,000 

8 lbs. 

Wild  turkeys,  __  _ _ _ __  __ 

12i  lbs. 
14  lbs. 

425,000 

23,000 

Ruffed  grouse,  __  _ _ _ __  

637,500'  lbs. 

69.000  lbs. 

18.000  lbs. 
328  lbs. 

Ring-neck  pheasants  _ _ 

3 lbs . 

48,000 

525 

Virginia  quail,  ___  _ __  _ _ __  

6 oz. 

Hungarian  quail,  or  partridge,  _ _ 

10  oz. 

32,000 

Woodcock,  _ _____  ___ 

6 oz. 

12.000  lbs. 

72.000  lbs. 

24,000 

Wild  waterfowl,  

3 lbs. 

Total  weight,  _ ___  __ 

9,340,828  lbs. 
4,670  tons 

Reduced  to  tons  equals,  _ __  _ 

The  above  does  not  include  16,000  shore  birds  of  various  kinds  nor  about  175,000 
black  birds  killed.  There  were  also  66  male  fawns  and  198  doe  deer  illegally 
killed  during  the  season. 


H UNTING  AGO  1 1 JENTS. 


1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Eatal  accidents, 

59 

30 

26 

19 

35 

43 

Non-fatal  accidents,  _ 

119 

102 

75 

48 

128 

S5 

35 


HUNTING  LICENSES  ISSUED. 


lOlo 

1916 

1917 

1918  1919 

192G 

2<>'3 ,355 
532 

200,422 

ma 

315,474 

5SS 

311,290  461,130 

478  1,128 

432,238 

1,725 

Respectfully  submitted 

SETH  E.  CORDON, 

Secretary,  Game  Com  mission . 


( 36) 


